Tempe Diablos Charities Grant Application 2018-2019
Tempe YouthFest Courage Awards and Changemakers Recognition

The Annual Tempe YouthFest Courage and Changemakers Awards event recognizes the strengths of
our youth and demonstrates that we, as a community, value them. Since the inception of the
YouthFest Awards in 1997, the Tempe Diablos have been the primary sponsor of this important youth
recognition event. The event is sponsored by the City of Tempe and the Tempe Diablos and is a
collaborative effort between the City, Tempe Union High School District, Tempe Elementary School
District, and Kyrene School District.

The Courage Awards recognize middle and high school students who have overcome incredible
adversity. These youth have made their education a priority while facing life challenging events such as
homelessness, financial hardship, illness, family turmoil, substance abuse and disabilities. Students at
all Tempe Union High School campuses and middle school students at Kyrene Elementary and Tempe
Elementary campuses are eligible to be nominated for a Courage Award.

Tempe Changemakers are young people who make positive impacts in the community and may not
ordinarily receive recognition. This award category extends the “Challenge Day” event held annually at
each of the Tempe Union High schools. Changemakers are recognized for being dedicated to making
the world a better place, whether it’s on the school campus or in our community. Changemakers are
nominated by school staff and peers at the seven Tempe Union High schools.

The Planning Committee for the YouthFest Awards includes staff from the City of Tempe Human
Services Department, City of Tempe Recreation Division, City of Tempe Arts Programing, City of Tempe
Community Services Department, Tempe Union High School District, Tempe Elementary School District,
and Kyrene Elementary School District. Diablos members are welcome to participate in planning as
well.

The April YouthFest event is attended by youth, their families and guests, the Tempe Mayor and City
Council, other city and state dignitaries, the Tempe Diablos, school board officials and educators, and
other community leaders. Known as the City’s premier youth recognition event, the YouthFest Awards
provide formal recognition to young people who might not ordinarily receive it and provide inspiration
to other youth as well as adults. The event features remarks by the Tempe Mayor and Diablos
President, award presentations by Tempe Diablos members and other dignitaries, local entertainment
and dinner.



