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Tempe Diablos, 

The Arc of Tempe is a non-profit organization that has been a symbol of hope, love and inclusion in the Tempe community since it’s founding in 1964. Our mission is to promote independence, influence social connection, and shape societal inclusion to enrich the lives of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).

In Arizona alone, there are over 700,000 individuals with an intellectual and/or developmental disability which is about 11% of Arizonans. Only about 23% of these individuals are currently receiving the much-needed support through government services through the Department of Economic Support (DES). This leaves a huge population of people that are underserved.

Through focus groups, we discovered that the need our population is for connection and relationships outside of their families/parents. Adults with IDD overall feel forgotten, not considered and excluded from the greater communities where they live. The Arc of Tempe realizes that this comes from a long history of misunderstanding of IDD and how to properly care and love those with IDD.

We work to address this issue through two means: the individuals with IDD and the general population. 

The Arc of Tempe provides four programs and has two projects that work to address both sides of the problem. Our four programs are explained below:
1.) Art for Inclusion: gives our members space to freely express themselves while learning about culture and arts. 
2.) “We Belong Together” Toastmasters: teaches our members how to better communicate their needs and wants. 
3.) Arc for Others: offers opportunities for our members with IDD to do purposeful work and give back to the community while eradicating stereotypes that those with IDD are not capable to giving back. 
4.) Arc Out and About: offers opportunities for our members with IDD to attend and participate within their communities alongside those without disabilities. This allows our members the time and space to practice their new communication skills and make friends!
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Arc of Tempe also focuses on educating local community groups, employers, community leaders, and service people on IDD to ensure the most positive encounters and give an insider look as to how similar we all are. 
