ABOUT TEMPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Tempe Historical Society was incorporated in 1969 as a non-profit 501(c)3 organization devoted to the preservation of local community history. Since that time the Society has taken a leadership role in preserving Tempe’s community history. Past milestones include sponsoring the first major Historic Property Survey of Tempe Properties and raising funds for the preservation and restoration of Hackett House and the Petersen House Museum. The mission of the Tempe Historical Society is to engage the public in actively supporting, advocating for and preserving our community history. Without an organization like ours the stories and tangible evidence of our shared history is lost. It is our job to record the memories and support the preservation of the artifacts, photographs and written documents that tells our community’s unique history. These treasures become the foundation for sharing those stories with the next generation, and the one after that, and so on – in perpetuity. This is a daunting responsibility and is one we can only accomplish with the help and support of many within the community – individuals and organizations – who believe in its importance. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1969, the Society began gathering artifacts from the community and displaying its core collections in a portion of the Tempe Public Library. Today the Society presents a variety of programs and events and supports one of the truly great community history museums of the southwest, Tempe History Museum. The activities of the society benefit the community of Tempe and its residents by preserving and sharing its history and heritage. Examples of programs we present and support are monthly Lunch Talks that feature topics on local history; Tree of Lights honoring and memorializing Veterans and other people of Tempe; Hayden’s Ferry Days – a series of events that commemorating the founding of Tempe; historic house tours for groups and students; museum tours; exhibits on history and culture of the community; and educational programs on the history of Tempe. 

