Diablos Grant 2019

Project Title: City of Tempe Camp Challenge 				

Dollar Amount Requested: $5,000.00

Grant Summary:
Camp Challenge is a recreational summer day camp program for youth and young adults with Developmental Disabilities between the ages of 5 and 21.  We serve 70 or more camp participants and engage them in a variety of activities that promote social skills development, physical activity, cognitive stimulation and many other benefits.  
Some of the activities include arts and crafts, music therapy, martial arts, dance, games, bowling, swimming and field trips into the community.
During the summer, participants attend our camp four days per week for up to 6 hours daily.  The Diablos funding enabled us to continue to provide the camp participants with a variety of unique activities including music therapy services from a licensed music therapist, cooking classes, martial arts and Zumba classes as activities that provide participants with therapeutic benefits that are needed daily.
For individuals with Developmental Disabilities, the benefit of being able to offer unique activities such as these is two-fold.  Music therapy provides structure while encouraging participants to open and creatively express themselves.  Zumba promotes physical exercise and health with the added joy of listening to popular and up-tempo music.  The cooking class offers the opportunity to learn basic cooking and baking skills.  While a lot of the activities are recreational and fun in nature, they also help provide participants with the fundamental skills that help them become increasingly more independent as they prepare for the transition from school to adulthood where those skills will benefit them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is this a first time, continuing, or increase of funds request, if there is an increase from the previous year please explain:
There is a $2,000 increase ask this year as we are wanting to develop this program more. Programmatically Camp Challenge will see a restructure in the day. We are hoping that with the additional funding we can create a more innovative and stimulating environment for children and young adults with Developmental Disabilities. By creating an environment where they feel cognitively and physically stimulated we are encouraging them to embrace their abilities and strengths while also seeing how they can use those tools to transition into the community as adults. 

Organization Mission:
Recreation Services enriches the quality of life for our community by providing accessible, friendly, and fun experiences.  We accomplish this by connecting people with a variety of opportunities while providing superior customer service.


