Diablos Grant 2019

Project Title: City of Tempe LEAP After School Program 					

Dollar Amount Requested: $3,000.00

Grant Summary:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This first-time request for the program is an innovative way for us to provide a better learning experience. This new Life Skills program at LEAP allows soft skills and hard skills to be taught with progressive methods that support the population we are serving. Life Skills support self-direction and self-advocacy, self-expression and communication as well as self-care, relationships skills and personal skills. Funding for this program will not just impact the lives of those 20+ people we serve in our program but their families, their teachers, their community and their future as they become adults and find their place in society. 

The LEAP After School Program takes place Mondays - Fridays until 6:00pm and follows the Tempe school year. LEAP is a City of Tempe recreational after-school program for Middle School and High School students ranging from 12-22 years old with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) who attend and receive special education services in the Tempe area school districts. The focus of the program is on socialization, life skill development and enrichment through various recreational programs and activities, including: arts & crafts, physical activities, technology, community trips and many other activities! 
Our new Life Skills program focuses on one Life Skills topic a month and then breaks that topic down for retention of information and the ability to use those skills in real life. The ability to complete tasks with as little assistance as possible is as important at home as it is when a person is at work, school, or enjoying recreational activities. Therefore, functionality in a variety of situations depends on the life skills that a person develops over time. For each person and his or her disability, this means different things. A person with minor to moderate physical disability may practice modified methods of completing daily tasks; those with severe disabilities may employ assistive devices or require help from an assistant.
Life skills range from those that are societal norms, such as self-care, to those that sustain life, such as preparing food. From a broad perspective, being adept at life skills with minimal assistance enhances a person’s daily living, and overall quality of life.

Organization Mission:
Recreation Services enriches the quality of life for our community by providing accessible, friendly, and fun experiences.  We accomplish this by connecting people with a variety of opportunities while providing superior customer service.



