Tempe Diablo Charities Grant Application 2019
H.U.G. (Helping Us Grow)
Program Narrative
Research has shown that one of the greatest challenges to reading proficiency is the impact of poverty. 61% of low-income families have no books at home for their children (US Dept. of Education, 1996). This lack of access to print, one-on-one reading time, and parent education on the importance of early literacy are major barriers in children being ready for Kindergarten and reading proficiently by the end of third grade. Research has shown that the only behavior measure that correlates significantly with reading scores is the number of books in the home (McQuillan, 1998).
Read On Tempe is committed to improving language and literacy outcomes for children from birth to grade three. Through participation in the Acceleration Zone Project, a collection of six Read On communities from Arizona, Read On Tempe will receive technical assistance for three years to accelerate this goal in Tempe. H.U.G. (Helping Us Grow) will support the efforts of Read On Tempe by providing children with books of their own to help them grow their literacy skills.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The target population is students attending Tempe PRE at Thew, students attending the Escalante preschool, families with children under five attending planned storytimes at Escalante Community Center and children participating in the From Seeds to Sprouts Kinder Readiness program.  According to data from the 2012-2016 American Community Survey, 59.2% of persons in this area are living below 200% of the federal poverty level. The current passing rate of 3rd graders at Thew on the English Language Arts portion of the AZMerit exam is 21%. H.U.G. will minimize the negative impacts of poverty on literacy by providing children with books and educating their parents on simple ways to use them at home to build vocabulary and other early reading skills. 
Components of H.U.G. for Tempe PRE and Escalante Preschool
· All participants are invited to a guided StoryWalk®*
· At the StoryWalk®, preschoolers receive 10 books to keep including the StoryWalk® book
· Tips and strategies for parents
· All participants will be registered for a library card
* StoryWalk® is a fun, educational activity that places a children’s story along a popular walking route in our community. 


Components of H.U.G. for preschool age children who attend a scheduled storytime:
· A guided StoryWalk®
· A book for their home library
· Time to play with Seed Kits (story kits, learning kits, busy boxes)
· Tips and strategies for parents





















List of Board of Directors
H.U.G.  will be administered by the City of Tempe Human Services and Community Services Departments. The Tempe Mayor and Council serves as the Governing Body.
City of Tempe Mayor and City Councilmembers 
Mark Mitchell, Mayor
Lauren Kuby, Vice Mayor
Jennifer Adams, Councilmember
Robin Arredondo-Savage, Councilmember
Kolby Granville, Councilmember
Randy Keating, Councilmember
Joel Navarro, Councilmember
The Read-On Arizona and Acceleration Zone Project chairs and team leads represent both the City of Tempe Human Services and Community Services Departments. This collaboration along with a strong partnership with the school districts, as well as local agencies and businesses work together to ensure that all children in Tempe are entering Kindergarten ready to learn and are reading proficiently by third grade.
Read On Arizona Co-Chairs:
Ann Lynn DiDomenico, Social Services Supervisor- City of Tempe Human Services Department
Allison Burke, Library Supervisor – Youth, Tempe Public Library - City of Tempe Community Services Department
Acceleration Zone Project Leads:
Ann Lynn DiDomenico, Social Services Supervisor - City of Tempe Human Services Department
Allison Burke, Library Supervisor - Youth, Tempe Public Library - City of Tempe Community Services Department
Acceleration Zone Team Leads:
Marie Raymond, Human Services Manager -  City of Tempe Human Services Department
Dreamlyn Johnson, Tempe PRE Data Analyst – City of Tempe Human Services Department
Alex Jovanovich, Community Services Manager – City of Tempe Community Services Department
Nick Escalante, Senior Community Services Coordinator – City of Tempe Community Services Department
[bookmark: _Hlk531777543]Corporations and Foundations that have given to the organization in the most immediate previous year ($5,000 and above)
None. This is a new project for Read On Tempe and has received no funding.
Tempe Public Library received $4,000 for the Seeds program

Proposed Operating Budget
	Population
	Number of Children
	Total Number of Books 
	Average Cost per Book
	Total

	Tempe PRE
	36
	360
	$6-10
	$3746

	Escalante Pre-school
	20
	200
	$6-10
	$2000

	Seeds to Sprouts Kinder Readiness
	20
(10 per session)
	200
	$6 – 10
	$2000

	Storytime 1
	30
	30
	$10
	$300

	Storytime 2
	30
	30
	$10
	$300

	Storytime 3
	30
	30
	$10
	$300

	TOTAL
	166
	850
	$6 - $10
	$8,646



Additional Costs: 
Printing of educational materials for parents: $200.00
Kids Book Bags: $300.00
Adult Lanyards: $300.00
Literacy Event Supplies: $200.00
PROJECT TOTAL: $9,346 ($9,500)



