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Mission: Transforming children’s trauma to resilience through the arts.

Vision: Every child who has experienced the trauma of abuse, neglect and/or homelessness has access to resilience-building arts programs and caring adult volunteer mentors.

Values:  Resilience, Bravery, Connection, Creativity, Strength, and Innovation.


Community Need
[bookmark: _GoBack]Arizona ranks 45th in the nation in child and youth welfare and is one of the poorest states in the Union, with 24% of children living in poverty (Annie E. Casey Foundation 2018 Kids Count Data book). According to the Arizona Department of Child Safety there are 23,670 children in Arizona living in out-of-home care.  Tempe itself experiences more than 1,000 homeless people at any one time.  Due to the staggering number of children in foster care and shelters with limited funding, mental health care is almost non-existent. Many of these children feel a sense of abandonment, confusion, worthlessness, shame, and hopelessness due to their life situations.  Free Arts is committed to interrupting the cycle of pain and violence in these children’s lives through the arts, providing a path to a healthier life as hopeful, engaged members of their communities.  Our programs create a safe environment where children can express themselves, learn new skills, build self-efficacy, and begin to heal.

Program Descriptions

The Weekly Mentor Program:  Volunteer mentors lead children through intentional art making, for 8 to 16 week sessions, building trusting relationships.  
The Camp Series uses mentors, professional teaching artists, and various art forms to support children as they explore personal stories, then share their skills in a public performance. 
The Professional Artist Series: Teaching artists are commissioned to teach a specific art form that culminates in a final performance or exhibition.  
Free Arts Days are one-day creative events with our community arts and culture partners  where children connect with their community.    

For 25 years Free Arts has been serving children ages 3 to 21 years old residing in foster care group homes, homeless and domestic violence shelters, residential treatment centers, and Foster and Kinship Families.
