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The Valley of the Sun YMCA has been serving the community of Arizona for more than 127 years. As one of the oldest non-profit organizations in Arizona, our mission is to put Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. As a long time recipient of the funds the Diablos work tirelessly to create, we ensure these funds go directly to the families in our community.
The YMCA’s Sky-Y summer camp experience is designed to help children and families grow socially, emotionally, cognitively, and physically. Most importantly, following a mission of "building healthy spirit, mind, and body for all”, we ensure that the camp experience is accessible to all children regardless of income, ethnicity, or gender. 
The goal of our “Kids to Camp” project is to reach out to children ages 6 to 18 from underserved areas of Tempe, including partnerships with foster care group homes, in order to offer a week long overnight camp experience. Time at Sky-Y offers character building and personal development opportunities during summer break time, when youth are typically more prone to sedentary activity and delinquent behavior.  Camp activities include hiking, high ropes, canoeing, bouldering, rock climbing, horseback riding, archery and provide a tremendous opportunity to gain self-confidence, self-esteem, and build relationships with peers and mentors, all key factors in school and life success. Meals served family style each day at camp help develop social skills and healthy eating habits and provide regular meals for children who may otherwise experience food insecurity. A $5,000 grant from Tempe Diablos would allow up to 25 Tempe Children to attend a week of Camp Sky-Y in Prescott, AZ over the summer of 2019.
Children from underserved communities face greater challenges to success than most Maricopa County youth—poverty, cultural isolation, parental incarceration, lack of positive adult support—and have greater rates of crime, academic failure, and sedentary behaviors.  Arizona ranks 46th in the nation in child and youth welfare and is one of the poorest states in the Union, with 25% of children living in poverty (Annie E. Casey Foundation 2017 Kids Count Data book). As an organization, the Valley of the Sun YMCA is committed to providing a path for these children to a healthier life as engaged members of their communities.  Ultimately, we inspire Arizona children and youth to make positive changes and instill a belief that they can plan for better futures though developing a healthy mind, body, and spirit.
We thank you for your consideration.
With gratitude, 
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David Madden
Executive Director 
VALLEY OF THE SUN YMCA

350 N 1st Avenue

Phoenix, AZ  85003

602-257-5120
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