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Junior Achievement of Arizona’s (JA’s) mission is to inspire and prepare Arizona’s youth to succeed in a global economy. Today, Arizona students in our K-12 system are facing a critical unmet need – they do not receive enough real-life education in school to prepare them for adulthood. And, for low-income students, there is an even greater unmet need because many of their parents do not have the education or background to teach their kids at home. Consequently, a productive path in life for this group of students is even more difficult. 

JA addresses this need by integrating our career-readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy education into the classroom to more than 83,000 primarily low-income students every year. We also train 9,000 volunteers from the workforce each year to teach our curriculum to these students and mentor them on how to become successful adults – ones who can manage their money effectively and succeed in their careers, and therefore be equipped to build the life they want. Our JA BizTown program is our most impactful, real-world education for students. The program starts with 20 hours in the classroom and then a hands-on, 4.5 in simulation at our Tempe Learning Labs where volunteers work with 21,000 elementary school students as they assume roles such as CEO, CFO, engineer, journalist and many others, work in a business for a day, earn a paycheck and work in a team. Additionally, we deliver our age-appropriate, K-12 In-Classroom program, designed specifically for each grade, and teaching kids about jobs, entrepreneurship and money to more than 52,000 students annually. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For older students, we have JA Finance Park, which provides 4,100 middle and high school students with 25 hours of in-class lessons and a 4.5-hour simulation where they learn about balancing a budget, interest rates, how education affects their earning, and how saving today can affect their future. 
We also have a work-readiness program called JA You’re Hired, designed to prepare high school students to successfully enter the workforce. They are developing vital skills such as interviewing techniques, resume writing, conflict resolution, problem solving, and interpersonal communications. Finally, we have the Stock Market Challenge where volunteers teach high school students about how the stock market works.

Approximately 60% of students served by JA come from low-income households, and our total student base is made up of 45% Hispanic, 44% Caucasian, 5% African American, 2% Multi-Racial, 2% Asian, and 2% American Indian.
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