	Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic School educates students in kindergarten through eighth grade and is located in Tempe, Arizona at Broadway and Rural Roads. Since 1945, OLMC has worked to form students in the faith, academic and social aspects of their lives. We have a student population of 390 students who learn and grow on a campus that features 19 classrooms, multiple sports fields, and a library/technology center.	
	The mission of OLMC Catholic School is to provide a holistic Catholic Christian environment that serves the soul, mind, and body of each child. Within this environment, religious traditions are celebrated, intellectual skills are developed, critical thinking is encouraged, and students are prepared to live in and make a vital contribution to a changing society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This past fall, OLMC was impacted by the monsoon storms and our school, most notably our kindergarten playground, suffered severe damage. The kindergarten playground structure was constructed around a large pine tree that provided shade for the structure and students. During the storms, the tree blew down destroying the structure. OLMC is able to replace the playground equipment but now a shade structure is needed the playground is in the direct sun. The cost to install the shade structure is $26,000 and a grant from the Tempe Diablos would help offset this very unexpected and costly need. Shade Structures provide many benefits which include:
· Protecting children playing outside who are more vulnerable to heat exhaustion and sunburn
· Increasing the longevity of the playground equipment from the sun’s rays
· Keeping the playground equipment cool in the hot sun
· Providing parents and caregivers supervising the playground with  protection from the sun’s heat 	and UV rays

	The American Academy of Pediatrics believes that recess is a crucial and necessary component of a child’s development and kindergarten is an important time for students as they develop physically, socially and emotionally. Research shows that when children have recess, they gain the following benefits:
· Are less fidgety and more on task
· Have improved memory and more focused attention
· Develop more brain connections
· Learn negotiation skills
· Exercise leadership, teach games, take turns, and learn to resolve conflicts
· Are more physically active before and after school
	Our hope is to secure the funding needed for this project so that we can continue to offer a safe and fun environment for our kindergarten students as they learn, grow and play at school.
